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V
india's position in the league
l'l invite attention, to the passage quoted from Professor Laski's 'A' Grammar
of Polities' at the head of this introduction. (See footnote] * If the Philippine ques-
tion and the Indian question  have  to   be  ultimately  decided under the  auspices
of the    League   of  Nations,   can  it   be   suggested   that   the   application    for
the League's  intervention is entertainable  only if it proceeds from the Philippine
Government   or the  Government   of  India ?   The   constitution  of the    League
make it clear that the  Governments of the various countries are  the constituent
members.   Accordingly  the Government of  India is  the member of the League,
But  this   is   a  most remarkable    instance  of   a government   not   representing
the people  whom it governs,    which  has    been  allowed to   become   and  remain
a member of the  League.   To-day  India is represented on tne  League not  by
the chosen  delegates of her people but by  the nominees  of the  British  Govern-
ment.   Who expects  that   Britain  will permit these   nominees   to  put forth  the
Indian people's point of  view  to  the  League ?   The people can   therefore only
invoke the jurisdictions of the  League   through   other   available   means.   Inter-
national justice, which is the  governing  priciple of the  League's activities,  gives
her the implied  power to   act at   the invitation   of   the   real  party   on  whose
behalf the Covenant provides that the respective governments   as representing
that party, shall sit on the League Assembly.
uNow let me allude to the views of Professor Noel Baker, M. P.
Professor of International Studies in the London School of Economics. He
said : • *Despite its defects, the League of Nations was at this moment of great
importance to India. If India was to become one of the great nations of the
world it would probably through the instrumentality of the League. In any
case, her nationality, whether as a Dominion or as a completely independent
State, would be aided and developed in large measure by association with that
body ', but he was not surprised that India took litttle interest in ^the League
so long as her delegations are nominated and instructed by Downing Street."
This is the verdict of a gentleman who has studied the place of the League
in the economy of the world. Let us hasten the day when we shall utilise the
League through whose instrumentality we shall realise our place among the
great nations of the world. Let us invoke their assistance in time so that our
nationality, which is but in the makmg, may be aided and developed in large
measure by that body. Let us understand that whether we shall be a dominion
-within the British Empire or an Independant State outside of it, we stand equaly
in need of the good offices of the 1 eague.
bogey of britain's opposition.
"I appeal to my countrymen not to be daunted by the mere apprehension
that the League will be prevented by Britain from entering into, this question.
We must ever be prepared to meet Britain's opposition, whether in a campaign
of non-co-operation or in the chamber of the League Assembly, and the latter is by
far the most easy. Besides, we must remember that the small nations of the
world which form the majority of the members of the League will be
naturally sympathetic to our aspiration for freedom rather than to Britain's
efforts to keep us in bondage ; and as Professor Delisle Burns so clearly
points out the peculiar usefulness of the League arises from the opportunity it
affords to the small nations to participate in and to influence the policy of the
great powers. This influence will be more or less in proportion to the
magnitude and the urgency of the interests involved. The Indian Swaraj and
international aspects is ©«f sufficient gravity and importance to the future of
the world's, peace that we may expect the experienced statesmen who meet
in Geneva to take a just national view of it. It is in this hope and in the hope
* "We must prevent, say, America making single-handed the decision that the
Philippines are unfit for Self-Government^ we must permit India to appeal beyond
the decision of Parliament to the common will of a world unified tnto the League
of Nations." (Professor ff.J. Laski; 'A Grammar of Politics\ pt 229)

